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"You Can’t Give Someone What You Don’t Have
Yourself"

(Igros Kodesh Rayatz, Vol. 6, p. 101)

Anyone who knows anything about education will recognize that if irreligious
teachers are forced to teach children Torah, their students will never learn to
love Torah and actually follow it. All the students will see in their teacher is a
conniving liar and “businessman” who's willing to teach things he disbelieves
in for a few dollars. Our experience has shown us that even when teachers
attempt to mask their personal lives from their students, their pupils
ultimately see through it and detect that they don’t actually believe in what
they're teaching. You can’t give someone what you don't have yourself, and a
nonbeliever can’t plant the belief in G-d in others.

They’ll Say as You Say, and Do as You Do

(Otzar Pisgamei Chabad, Vol. 1, p. 239)

There was once a chassid who was seeking a melamed for his children. The
name of a certain prospect came up, but the chassid felt that the fellow’s
behavior was beneath the level he’d want for his children. In response, the
candidate in question attempted to argue: | might not be the best chassid
myself, but my goal is for my students to be real chassidim, and so my
character shouldn’t prevent me from doing a good job. To which the chassid
countered: the kind of good job you'll do is precisely what I'm afraid of; my
kids will grow up and aspire to help others be chassidim, but will never
become ones themselves, just like you.



The Educator

A Living Example Is Most Important

(Igros Kodesh, Vol. 27, p. 321, #10326)

About having an impact on the school: Education must be practiced with
energy and with sincerity, and most importantly the educator has to be a
living example. If you have that, you have the most important thing. And
dedication to your work is the foundation to developing everything else

necessary to succeed at education.

Yiras Shamayim Over Professionalism

(Igros Kodesh, Vol. 17, p. 233, #6383)

Everything in the field of education is of paramount importance; a change
made in a student has a lifelong effect. And so anything that causes religious
doubts must be avoided, just like anything of remote risk to human life, as
any intelligent person can understand. With that in mind, the status of any
book of religious dubiousness, or any teacher with a similar problem, is
obvious.

This would be the case even if there was no alternative, because the goal of
the school and the parents is to raise religious children, which is the only way
they’'ll have a contented life; but now it is certainly possible to find
appropriate teachers and textbooks from a religious perspective on a high
scholastic level. A number of schools have gone through a phase of doubt
and confusion, but experience taught them how to solve these problems, and
your school can certainly utilize the results of their experience, and
considering your conclusion that “the fear of G-d comes before wisdom”, the
teacher and textbook that excels in that area must be chosen.



Kosher Education Prevents Assimilation

(Igros Kodesh, Vol. 3, #730)

Jewish education isn’t about producing Rabbis; it's about guaranteeing
Jewish offspring. If we want to be confident that our children will still be
connected to Judaism in twenty years, we need to pour as much Judaism as
possible into them, and ask Hashem that they remain Jews no matter what.

“What’s He Teaching Them, Old-Fashioned Things?”

(Sefer Hasichos 5705, p. 100)

Education was once completely different. Everything was innocent, both on
the part of the children as well as the parents, and it was observable both in
the teachers and the parents. There was innocence, simplicity. There was
once respect for teachers; today the attitude towards a teacher is: “What'’s he
teaching them, old-fashioned things?”

Torah’s Path

(Sefer Hasichos 5703, P. 131)

Torah has its path. “This is the path of Torah.” If you follow your own path,
you'll get lost.



Teaching the Same as Always

(Sefer Hasichos 5688-5691, Pg. 159)

There's a new generation that wishes to uproot the holiness of the letters and
nekudos. They pretend to be our friends, but they're our biggest enemies,
they'll turn our children into heretics. Remember, the education your child
receives in cheder will decide whether he'll remain a Jew. We have to fear the
impostors, who appear wholesome on the outside, but who are evil on the
inside. There'll be those who'll appear religious and who'll appeal to
improving the children’s education and making things easier, but they are
attempting to destroy traditional Jewish customs.

Saving Our Children from Foreign Influences

(Igros Kodesh, Vol. 26, Pg. 362, #9878 — summarized)

Pesach is about education. If parents don’t circumcise their child, they haven't
only robbed the child of his connection to Hashem, but they also lost the
opportunity to eat the korbon Pesach themselves. Some parents today have
abandoned the korbon Pesach, allowing the plague of death to enter their
homes; not only their children are the victims of a lack of education, but the
parents suffer from the results as well. Pesach teaches us to keep the street’s
influences out of our homes, to destroy the avoda zara, and help our children
live a Jewish life every day. Then we can experience the true spirit of Pesach,
culminating in Moshiach arrival.



Don't Experiment with "New Methods"!

(Sichos Kodesh 5731, Vol. 1, p. 258)

This is what leads to all the confusion: there’s a quest to fix or add things, a
search for all sorts of “new” methods which in fact were attempted a
generation ago, and not only weren’t beneficial, but actually proved
damaging, and there’s a refusal to try the old, proven approach, which
created a “civilized world,” and established a nation which endured
harmoniously, conflicting personalities notwithstanding...

The Old Way Works Better

(Sichos Kodesh 5729, Vol. 1, p. 48)

The Rebbe Rayatz once spoke about the importance of teaching the aleph
beis with nekudos, where the aleph is taught separately, and then the
nekudos, beginning with kamatz, and not the way the maskilim wished to
switch to, which takes less time, and he spoke then about the holiness of the
letters, and how yiras Shamayim is clearly only attainable through learning
this way. The time before Moshiach is when things are cleared up, and
educational experts have now realized the truth, which is that only the old
method leads to success, even if the other approach takes less time.

Torah’s Methods Bring Success

(Igros Kodesh, Vol. 26, Pg. 234, #9773 - summarized)

Teaching in the order of the Aleph Beis has holy sources, and whoever
tampers with this is tampering with the implantation of holiness in the child,
and so even if it was an inferior method (which is untrue), it would still not
justify switching. But the truth is that it's better for the child’s development
and advancement, and teachers have discovered that it is the most effective
method. And so not only can this method not be replaced, but the teachers
using it should be encouraged, and those struggling with it should consult
experts who are G-d-fearing and are capable of training teachers to use this
method.



Education

Hechsher on What is Inserted in Children's Heads

(Igros Kodesh, Vol. 4, p. 227, #958)

There is a well-known remark made by the Frierdiker Rebbe during his first
years in America: “There’s supervision on what we put in our pots (teplach),
but why isn't there supervision on what we put in our (children’s) heads
(keplach)?”

Education by Jews is a Religious Matter

(Kuntres Uma‘ayan, p. 44)

Jewish education and instruction is a religious matter, unlike other nations
where it’s just a scholarly subject. We, as Jews, are obligated to educate and
instruct our children exclusively in accordance with the instructions written in
the book of G-dly laws which Hashem our G-d gave us at Sinai, and which our
parents and ancestors fulfilled at the expense of their lives, and which we will
fulfill with the same warmth that are parents did...

“Goyishkeit Will Never Result In Yiddishkeit”

(Sichos Kodesh (Teruma) 5741, Vol. 2, p. 416)

There are well-known Rabbis, who instead of finding unsecured territory and
erecting fences, tear the fences down even more instead, with the claim that
this will attract more Jews, who'll be drawn even deeper into Yiddishkeit...
Here’s the response: This is not your gain or your loss! It's about what Torah
says; and that’s what you have to impart, without any compromise, because
Goyishkeit will never result in Yiddishkeit.
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